40

Eliminate Funding for the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

SAVINGS IN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025  2016-2020  2016-2025

$36 $36 $36 $36 $37 $38 $39 $40 $40 $41 $181 $379

Heritage Recommendation:
Eliminate funding for the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). This proposal saves $36 million in 2016,
and $378 million over 10 years.

Rationale:

UNFPA has faced continued assertions that it has been complicit in enforcement of China’s coercive one-child
policy.?® The policy is often enforced by Chinese family planning officials through fines, forced abortions, and
involuntary sterilization.

For years, the U.S. withheld funding to UNFPA under the Kemp-Kasten amendment that prohibits U.S. interna-
tional aid from supporting coercive abortion procedures or involuntary sterilization.?* In 2009, however, Con-
gress exempted UNFPA funding from the Kemp-Kasten language and has since sent tens of millions of taxpayer
dollars to UNFPA, with the most recent allocation providing $35 million per year to the organization. Concerns
about UNFPA donations were multiplied by a report released in 2011, which identified the organization among
four of the United Nations’ largest aid agencies found to have stockpiled a total of $12.2 billion in unused dona-
tions in 2009.% Congress should permanently eliminate all federal funding to UNFPA.

Additional Reading:
m  Sarah Torre, “Almost 40 Million ‘Missing’ Girls Later, China’s One-Child Policy Is 31,” The
Daily Signal, September 28, 2011, http://dailysignal.com/2011/09/28/almost-40-million-
%E2%80%9Cmissing%E2%80%9D -girls-later-china%E2%80%99s-one-child-policy-is-31/.

m  Sarah Torre, “Abortion: U.S. Taxpayers Fund It Here and Abroad,” The Daily Signal, January 23, 2013,
http://dailysignal.com/2013/01/23/abortion-u-s-taxpayers-fund-it-here-and-abroad,.

m  Sarah Torre, “Obama Budget Increases Taxpayer Funding of Abortion,” The Daily Signal, April 11, 2013,
http://dailysignal.com/2013/04/11/meri-budget-increases-taxpayer-funding-of-abortion/.

m  Brett Schaefer, “Congress Should Renew the Report Requirement on U.S. Contributions to the U.N.
and Reverse Record-Setting Contributions to the U.N.,” Heritage Foundation WebMemo No.3324,
July 22, 2011, http://www.Heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/07/Congress-Should-Renew-the-
Report-Requirement-on-US-Contributions-to-the-UN.

Calculations:

Savings are expressed as budget authority and were calculated by using the FY 2014 estimat-

ed spending levels as found on page 177 of U.S. Department of State, “Fiscal Year 2015, Congres-

sional Budget Justification: Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs,”
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/222898.pdf. This estimated spending has been increased at the
same rate as discretionary spending in the CBO’s most recent August 2014 baseline spending projections.
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